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Introduc)on	
	
Purpose	
Thank	you,	Mr.	Cubeta,	for	giving	me	the	opportunity	to	create	this	report	for	you	and	the	
company.		This	report	will	explain	the	future	of	global	English	over	the	next	few	years	and	how	
it	will	affect	our	organiza`on	and	our	interna`onal	rela`onships.		This	report	will	show	you	
how	English	has	grown	and	where	it	will	con`nue	to	grow	from	here.		I	will	show	you	all	of	the	
research	that	I	have	found	and	then	make	the	case	of	whether	or	not	English	will	become	a	
global	language.	
	
Overview	
First,	I	will	explain	how	English	has	grown	rapidly	to	become	one	of	the	largest	languages	in	
the	world.	Second,	I	will	show	that	English	is	the	language	of	choice	in	the	interna`onal	
business	sector.		Third,	I	will	show	the	dominance	that	English	has	in	different	communica`on	
industries,	such	as	broadcast,	the	Internet,	and	the	media.		Fourth,	I	will	explain	the	possible	
advantages	and	the	disadvantages	of	making	English	the	lingua	franca	for	our	en`re	
organiza`on.		Lastly,	I	will	give	my	recommenda`ons	on	whether	or	not	to	adapt	this	lingua	
franca	for	the	NHL	and	my	conclusion	about	the	future	of	global	English	
	
English’s	Rise	to	Power	
	
Growth	as	a	Language	
According	to	David	Crystal	in	his	book	English	as	a	Global	Language,	1.5	billion	people	speak	
English	to	some	degree	in	the	world.		English’s	rise	to	power	as	a	dominant	language	begins	
with	the	Bri`sh	Empire	and	the	amount	of	territory	they	governed.		The	Bri`sh	Empire	had	
territory	in	Western	Europe,	the	United	States,	and	Australia,	so	they	influenced	culture	and	
language	around	the	world.		While	these	countries	have	their	independence	now,	the	Bri`sh	
Empire	lec	their	mark	establishing	English	as	an	official	language	in	several	of	these	countries.		
Even	in	places	such	as	India	where	the	na`ve	people	mostly	speak	Hindi,	English	is	s`ll	
considered	an	official	language.		Because	of	the	Bri`sh	Empire’s	influence,	English	grew	and	
expanded	in	their	territories	around	the	world.	
	
English	in	the	Business	World	
Since	the	Industrial	Revolu`on	and	the	turn	of	the	20th	century,	industry	and	business	in	the	
United	States	grew	rapidly,	domes`cally	and	interna`onally.		Because	of	this	business,	the	use	
of	English	in	foreign	countries	grew	as	well.		According	to	Fortune,	10	of	the	top	21	companies	
in	the	world,	according	to	revenue,	are	based	in	English-speaking	countries.		These	large	
corpora`ons	have	offices	all	around	the	world	and	conduct	their	business	in	English.		Because	
of	the	scope	of	English-based	businesses	around	the	world,	many	countries	have	had	to	adapt	
and	learn	English	to	succeed.		The	United	States	has	one	of	the	largest	and	strongest	economic	
centers	in	the	world,	so	other	business	must	conduct	business	in	English	to	have	success.	
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English’s	Dominance	in	Communica)on	
	
English’s	Control	Over	the	Internet	and	Media	
English	has	control	over	most	of	the	communica`on	and	media	industries	as	well.		As	you’ll	see	
from	Figure-1	below,	almost	1	billion	Internet	users	use	English	and	speak	English	in	some	

capacity.		The	next	closest	language,	
Chinese,	has	750	million	users,	a	
difference	between	the	two.		We	also	
see	that	most	mediums	like	film	and	
music	have	content	created	and	
produced	in	English.		Last	year	from	Box	
Office	Mojo,	the	top	10	highest	
interna`onal	grossing	films	were	
released	in	English	and	created	by	
produc`on	companies	based	in	English	
speaking	countries.		Because	of	English	
impact	in	popular	culture,	English	
dominance	con`nues	and	influences	
people	around	the	world.	
	

Figure-1	Source:	Internet	World	Stats	
	
The	Future	of	English	in	the	NHL	
The	NHL	works	interna`onally	both	as	a	business	and	a	sport.		We	have	teams	from	both	the	
United	States	and	from	Canada,	and	we	have	players	from	all	over	the	world.		Currently,	English	
remains	the	main	language	for	news,	broadcasts,	and	for	the	games	themselves.		However,	
many	reporters	and	coaches	from	Canada	prefer	to	write	and	speak	in	French	when	conduc`ng	
when	wri`ng	for	their	news	organiza`ons,	such	as	TSN.		Because	of	our	`es	to	Canada	and	to	
other	countries	around	the	world,	we	must	remain	aware	of	the	other	languages	and	the	
barriers	people	face	when	learning	English.		As	for	the	future	of	English	as	a	lingua	franca	in	the	
NHL,	we	can	look	at	the	advantages	and	disadvantages	that	might	result	from	this.	
	
Advantages	

• We	can	con`nue	our	broadcas`ng	deals	with	NBC,	NBCSN,	and	ESPN,	which	broadcast	
many	of	our	games	that	occur	both	in	the	United	States	and	Canada.	

• We	will	see	con`nued	growth	from	fans	and	players	within	the	United	States	and	create	
parity	among	the	skill	level	of	players	between	countries.	

• Since	most	of	the	content	created	for	the	NHL	uses	English,	the	transi`on	to	making	
that	the	lingua	franca	would	save	`me	and	effort.	
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Disadvantages	
• We	would	encounter	resistance	from	our	Canadian	employees,	teams,	and	fans	by	

crea`ng	English	as	the	lingua	franca.		While	many	Canadians	speak	English,	they	might	
feel	alienated	by	the	NHL	for	excluding	French	as	a	language.	

• We	may	create	tension	from	broadcas`ng	companies	like	TSN,	Rogers	Communica`ons,	
and	the	NHL	Network,	which	operate	in	Canada.		While	some	of	these	programs	use	
English,	many	of	the	programs	speak	in	French	and	show	informa`on	from	other	
countries.	

• We	may	discourage	players	from	other	countries	from	coming	to	play	in	the	NHL	due	to	
language	restric`ons.	

	
Recommenda)ons	
Mr.	Cubeta,	we	should	stay	put	with	our	current	language	system	and	not	implement	English	as	
our	lingua	franca.		From	the	research	I	have	done,	I	have	no	doubt	that	English	will	con`nue	to	
grow	and	may	one	day	become	an	official	global	language.		However,	because	the	NHL	has	
players	and	coaches	from	many	countries,	we	should	con`nue	to	respect	and	encourage	the	

use	of	other	people’s	languages.	From	
looking	at	Figure-2	on	the	lec,	you	can	
see	just	how	many	players	have	come	
from	non-English-speaking	countries	in	
the	history	of	the	NHL.		If	we	wish	to	
con`nue	our	strong	rela`onships	with	
other	na`ons	and	keeping	growing	as	
an	industry	and	as	a	sport,	we	need	to	
con`nue	our	current	language	system.		
Using	English	as	our	official	language	
remains	successful	for	us,	but	we	also	
need	to	use	and	encourage	other	
languages.	
	
	

Figure-2	Source:	Quant	Hockey	
	
Conclusion	
From	all	of	my	research,	I	conclude	that	English	will	con`nue	to	grow	as	a	dominant	language	
in	the	world.		At	some	point	in	the	foreseeable	future,	I	do	see	English	becoming	a	global	
language	because	of	its	power	and	influence	in	many	areas	such	as	business,	communica`on,	
and	media.		Because	so	many	business	and	individuals	depend	on	English	to	become	
successful,	English	and	its	speakers	will	con`nue	to	rapidly	grow	all	over	the	globe.			
	
If	you	have	any	ques`ons	on	this	report,	please	feel	free	to	contact	me.		Thank	you	once	again	
for	giving	me	the	opportunity	to	write	this	report.		If	you	need	help	on	any	future	or	current	
projects,	please	don’t	hesitate	to	ask.	


